
The WoldtΩs of Egg Harbor and West Jacksonport (1881 ς 2012) 

By: Rich Woldt (4/21/45): Sƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƭŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 9Ǌƴǎǘ άCǊƛǘȊέ ²ƻƭŘǘ όмфмс ς 1974) (Corrine Schneider-Woldt-

Vieth daughter of Emil and Christina Schnieder), DǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ά5ƛŎƪέ Woldt (1887 ς 1959) (Anna Herbst-

Woldt-Hemble), and Great Grandson of August Woldt (1852 ς 1925) and Bertha Pulzine (1850 ς 1921) who 

immigrated to Egg Harbor in 1881 from Pomerania, Germany bringing Emma their infant daughter and  five year 

old Otto. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tub and my wife Emily (Fisher) on the rim ƛƴ Ωуп ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǇƭǳƳōƛƴƎΦ Next is my father 

άFritz Woldtέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άōƻƻƳ-ōƻƻƳέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀŘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ Ǉicture was taken 

August 17, 1974 the day he died from a massive heart ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ CƛǎƘ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ CƛǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜΦ Next is 

DǊŀƴŘǇŀ ά5ƛŎƪέ Woldt. His name was August but they called him ά5ƛŎƪέ which was the name given the άŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊέ 

in the logging camps of northern Wisconsin. The white bearded man in the picture on the far right is great-great-

grandpa August Woldt. August is holding Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ; Virginia (Woldt) Weisgerber daughter of 

Herman and Hilda Woldt. That picture was taken about in 1918 next to a big white barn that use to be behind 

IŜǊƳŀƴ ²ƻƭŘǘΩs bar in downtown Egg Harbor. August died in a bedroom above IŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ōŀǊ ƛƴ 1925.The current 

owners of Ma-Ma Roses have said the white bearded spirit of August Woldt still walks the floors opening and 

shutting doors late at night.   

         

 

 

Note: Dad is on top the hill near his ole friend Chief 

TschekatchôAkeôMau III (Chief Roy Oskosh). Aunt 

Myrtle is in the northeast corner.  

 

Egg Harbor Cemetery 

Most of my Woldtô relatives who landed in Egg Harbor 

in1881have passed away and are buried either in our 

Egg Harbor cemetery or in the Lutheran Cemetery due 

east near West Jacksonport.  

Roland ñFritzò Woldt is on the hill.   

August and Bertha Woldt are near the road as is,  

Grandpa: August ñDickò Woldt and, 

Charles Woldt: Son of August and Bertha Woldt. 

The head stone for Roy ñDeckerò Woldt and wife 

Eloise has been placed there as a marker only. 

Decker is still playing golf and ball in Texas.  



FYI:  Herman and Hilda along with Roger their son are all buried in St. PaÕÌȭÓ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 

Church cemetery in Juddville.  

 

Many Woldtô head stones were made from 

Door County lime stone! 

  

   

  

[ŜŦǘΥ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ά5ƛŎƪέ ²ƻƭŘǘ  

Right: In BaileyΩǎ IŀǊōƻǊ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 

Becker relatives is Mary Becker wife of cousin Bill, 

son of Clara the daughter of grandpa ά5ƛŎƪέ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ άCǊƛǘȊέ Woldt. Got it?  

 

  

FYI: Many stones were quarried in Door 

County. I quarried grandpa Dickôs and 

Deckerôs stone from Emilyôs fathersô quarry 

south of Sturgeon Bay.  

August, Bertha, Emma, and Otto were all 

naturalized citizens of the U.S. in 1885. 

According to the birth certificate for Charles 

Woldt (1879 ï 1930) he was born in Egg 

Harbor to Bertha ñPulcenò father not known. I 

think Charles is Carl because Karl in German 

was often called ñCharlesò in English. 

    

Most Door County WoldtΩs are descendants of 

Valentine Herbst father of Nicholas who married 

Minnie Lautenbach and had Anna who married 

ά5ƛŎƪέ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ CǊƛǘȊ ŀƴŘ wƻȅ ά5ŜŎƪŜǊ,έ /ƭŀǊŀ 

Becker, and Myrtle Patza. Got it? ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 5ŜŎƪŜǊ 

in the picture above standing next to Valentine 

IŜǊōǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǇƻǊǘΦ  



Thirteenth Census of the United States: 1910 Population 

State of Wisconsin 

County of Door 

Township or Other Division of County: Egg Harbor Town 

Enumeration District No 44 Wheet No 6 

Enumerated on 22nd day of April 1910, Joseph Schneider Enumerator: 

Number 13 dwelling # 54 
Woldt, August Head MW 59 Married 39 yrs Ger. Fa: Ger. Mo: Ger. Naturalized 1885  Farmer Own Farm  
Woldt, Bertha wife FW 60 M 39 yrs child 8/8 born-German Fa: Ger. Mo: Ger. Nat in 1885 no occup 
Woldt, Herman son MW 26 Single born-Wisconsin Fa: Ger. Mo. Ger. Bar Keeper / Saloon 
Woldt, Julius son MW 24 Single born-Wisconsin Fa: Ger. Mo: Ger Farmer / Home Farm 
Woldt, August son MW 22 Single born-Wisconsin Fa: Ger. Mo: Ger. Farmer / Home Farm 
Woldt, Emma daughter FW 28 Single born-Germany Fa: Ger. Mo: Ger.  Naturalized 1885 no 
occupation 
Woldt, Lydia daughter FW 19 Single born-Wisconsin Fa: Ger. Mo: Ger. working / hotel 
 

Woldtõ family stories, tails, memories, and it appear a few down -right lies date back to 

October 22, 1881 when August  (age 29), his wife Bertha (Pulzine, age 30), Berthaõs son Carl 

(age 9), Otto (age 6), and Emma (age 7 months) arrive at Castle Island aboard the òLeipzigó 

sailing from Breman, Germany (Prussia).  Carl later is called òCharlesó and according to his 

death certificate was born in Egg Harbor in 1870 to Bertha Polcen, father unknown. August, 

Bertha, Otto, and Emma became naturalized citizens of the U.S. in 1885. Maybe thatõs why they 

said Carl i.e. Charles was born in Egg Harbor. Or maybe Bertha was in Egg Harbor in 1869, had 

Carl and then returned to German to find a husband? Charles death certificate indicates he died 

August 31, 1913 after living 40 years, 11 months, and 14 days.  

They arrived in Egg Harbor by stagecoach after traveling across country via rail , stagecoach, 

wagons and on horseback. Soon after arriving t hey settled on wooded land one mile east of Egg 

Harbor  which is now the Tankõ Farm at 4249 Maple Tree Road. 



And so begins my story of the ²ƻƭŘǘΩ of Wisconsin! 

     

  

   

The WoldtΩ farm was a busy place from sun-up to sun-down. Much time was spent clearing the land and 

planting crops to feed dairy cattle, horses, pigs, chickens, a mule and too many ornery goats. While 

everyone worked on the farm year around, the men worked in lumber camps in the winter while the 

women did chores, canned, and raised kids; the inevitable consequence of too long, too cold, and too 

boring winters in Egg Harbor.  

          



IŜǊƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊǘƘŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻƴ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ!. He was born in Egg Harbor on the farm in 

1883, Julius was their second in 1885, Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ά5ƛŎƪέ ²ƻƭŘǘ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нпΣ муутΣ ŀƴŘ 

Lidia (Nicholas ά5ƻŎέ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘύ their only daughter born in Egg Harbor on the farm in 1891.  

     

When the MethƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƭŘǘΩ ŦŀǊƳ in 1911, August and 

Bertha rented the vacated church for their youngest son !ǳƎǳǎǘ ά5ƛŎƪέ ²ƻƭŘǘ and wife Anna (Herbst). It 

was in that log home that three of their five children, Clara (BeŎƪŜǊύΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ά.Ŝǘǘȅέ .ŀǎǘŀǊ, and Roy 

Wǳƭƛǳǎ άDeckerέ Woldt were born. Myrtle (Woldt) Patza was born in the Cupola House in Egg Harbor and 

my father, Roland August άCǊƛǘȊέ ²ƻƭŘǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀŎƪǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴǊƛǎŜ .ŀǊ ƛƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǇƻǊǘΦ    

¢ƘŜ ²ƻƭŘǘΩ ŦŀƳily tree got kick started in the U.S. when Minnie Lautenbach the daughter of Gustav 

Lautenbach married Nicholas Herbst the son of Valentine Herbst. MinnieΩǎ ƛƴ the picture below with my 

father, wƻƭŀƴŘ άCǊƛǘȊέ Woldt ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ aƛƴƴƛŜΩǎ ǎƻƴ 9ǊƴŜǎǘ or Harold in the back right.  Nick, 

Minnie, Ernest and Harold share a headstone next to Valentine in the Zion Lutheran Cemetery.   

    

{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŀōƻǳƴŘΣ ƭŜŀŘing Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ άCǊƛǘȊέ ǘƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŀȅΣ ά{ƻƴΣ ƛŦ 

you want a womaƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ǝƻ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ {ǘǳǊƎŜƻƴ .ŀȅΦέ  

Woldt family roots were primarily planted in Egg Harbor, West Jacksonport, and Baileys Harbor, with branches 

reaching into every corner and across every bar in the County. CaseyΩ Lƴƴ ǿŀǎ ¦ƴŎƭŜ /ŀǎŜȅΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ Glass Bar in 

.ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ IŀǊōƻǊ was Uncle Paul, Sister Bay Bowl was cousin Earl, C&C Club in Fish Creek was cousin Virginia Woldt 



Weisgerber, Herman ²ƻƭŘǘΩǎ  daughter, cousin wǳǘƘƛŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ .ƭŜȅΩǎ .ŀǊ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǇƻǊǘ ŀǎ cousin Mike 

Lautenbach owns MƛƪŜΩǎ Port Pub in Jacksonport ŀƴŘ hǘǘƻ ²ƻƭŘǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ Mike Woldt owns the current 

WƻƭŘǘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻΦ { ŀƴŘ Iǿȅ пнκрт. Oh Yes, ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [Ŝƴŀ ƻŦ [ŜƴŀΩǎ Sip and Chat in Egg Harbor 

ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΤ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎŀȅ ά¸ƻǳ ŘŀƳƴ ŦƻƻƭΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ±ƛƻƭŀ IŜǊōǎǘ ¦ƴŎƭŜ 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ stir stick.  

FYI: To help sort out some of this it may help to know that Otto Woldt had four children, two boys Alvin 

and Lawrence and two girls Eva Jane Woldt Storm and Ellen. Alvin moved west to work on the railroads 

in Oregon and Washington and Lawrence moved to Green Bay to work in the meat packing industry. 

Mike Woldt, owner and ά²ƻƭŘǘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎέ is a descendent of Otto Woldt. IŜǊƳŀƴ ²ƻƭŘǘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

sister of Earl Williams mother who was an Olson.   

Lƴ ǘƘŜ нлΩǎ ŀƴŘ олΩǎ IŜǊƳŀƴ ²ƻƭŘǘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜŎƻŀŎƘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ 9ƎƎ IŀǊōƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

my grandmother worked cleaning rooms. She often told of boiling sheets in lye the day before the 

stagecoach was due in town.  A barn, now gone, behind the bar was used to care for the horses of 

patrons and stagecoach line. Fresh horses were used for the trip to northern Door County.  

 

άaƛƴƴƛŜέ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ DǳǎǘŀǾ [ŀǳǘŜƴōŀŎƘ Ƙŀd six brothers: Casey, Reinhold, Rout, Louie, Charlie, and 

George Lautenbach and two sisters:  Clara (Lautenbach) Fleischman, daughter and Emily (Lautenbach) 

Wagner.  Minnie married Nick Herbst son of Valentine and her brother Rout married Emma Woldt the 

seven month old daughter of August and Bertha when they arrived in Egg Harbor in October of 1881.   

To introduce new blood to Egg Harbor, Fritz Woldt married Corrine Schneider the daughter of Emil and 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŀ ǿƘƻΩŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ in two farms south east of the Woldt farm with most of their 14 kids, a few cows, 

one bull, a team of horses, 40 chickens, 7 pigs, 3 cats, a dog, and more ornery goats.   



 

The Schneider family mark on 9ƎƎ IŀǊōƻǊΩ include Frank Schneider owning the original small grocery in 

ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ Joe building the Melody restaurant ƛƴ ǘƘŜ слΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Corrine and Fritz Woldt building 

and running the Lull-Abi-Motel from 1955 to 1975. Family records ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ рлΩǎ ŀƴŘ слΩǎ ƛndicate bread 

at {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΩǎ store never sold for more than a buck, a hamburgeǊ ŀǘ WƻŜΩǎ aŜƭƻŘȅ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǎƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

fries for fifty cents, and two could stay at the Lull-Abi Motel for $6 a night. 

 ²ƻƭŘǘΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΗ 

 


